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Local Community Celebrates Ground Breaking of  

Point of Rocks Community Commons Park 

 

FREDERICK, MD – Local officials joined together with the community and their honored 

guests yesterday to officially break ground on the Point of Rocks Community Commons Park.  

 

“This new park is going to be a treasure for this community and all of our citizens,” commented 

Frederick County Executive Jan Gardner.  “Community Commons Park will be a place to 

celebrate Point of Rocks’ resilience and its strong sense of community.” 

 

The community of Point of Rocks is the southern gateway to Frederick County and the 

State of Maryland along US Route 15, a designated scenic byway. Point of Rocks has played a 

role in history as a transportation hub with the Potomac River, canal, railroad, trails and 

highways intersecting, especially during the early 19th century and the Civil War. Point of Rocks 

continues to be a stop for tourists, as well as locals, because of the access to the C&O Canal and 

railroad buffs visiting the historic train station. 

 

FEMA decided to purchase properties on the 2.2 acres of the future site of Point of Rocks 

Community Commons Park and they partnered with the State of Maryland MEMA and 

Frederick County to move forward with the concept of turning this site into a future community 

park. Once the properties were purchased by FEMA, Frederick County participated in a planning 

charrette, sponsored by the Maryland Transit Administration, to receive input from the 

community on their vision of the property and surrounding area.  

 

Through this intensive planning session, the community, designers, and our Division 

collaborated on a vision for development which allowed everyone who participated in the 

process to be a mutual author of the park. To better determine what amenities would work best 

for this site and to understand the surrounding community’s needs for this park site, a Park 

Master Plan Committee was appointed by the Frederick County Parks and Recreation 

Commission and convened in late 2009.  A final master plan was completed and approved by the 

Frederick County Board of County Commissioners in 2010. 

 

(more) 
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Design for the Point of Rocks Community Commons Park began in June 2015. Amenities 

planned in this park project will include an information kiosk, park sign, parking, picnic pavilion, 

restrooms, amphitheater, trail system, pedestrian bridge over the stream, water fountain, bike 

rack, benches, picnic tables, native trees and shrubs, landscaping and reforestation.  

 

An obelisk to show historic flood heights of the area and storyboards describing the history of 

Point of Rocks, the railroad, and environmental features. The obelisk is critical to the park 

interpretation, as it will be used as a visual depiction of the historical flood levels in the area. 

Observing the obelisk, park visitors will gain an appreciation of what the previous residents had 

to go through each time a flood event effected this area. The project is a partnership and a 

collaborative vision born from the community. This park meets the needs of the community and 

these key elements are vital to telling their story.  

 

The new Point of Rocks Community Commons Park is scheduled to open in fall 2018. 

 

For more information, visit www.Recreater.com or call 301-600-1646.  
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